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Members, if you haven’t already done so – Go Green!  
Begin to use the ‘Mortgage Liquidation Seed Offering’ 
envelopes monthly for your contribution towards our loan 
payoff.  Together we can remove this mountain with our 
prayers and by our faith.   

However, faith without 
works is dead, or of no 
value.   So, don’t just talk 
the talk but also walk the 
walk.  The Bible tells us, 
“Give and it shall be given 
unto you, good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running 
over…” (Luke 6:38a). 
Therefore, I know that our 
giving and labor of love will 
not be in vain.  

 Also, we are very thankful to Almighty God for the growth 
we see in our Children’s Church. Our leaders and volunteers 
are doing a splendid job of providing meaningful, 
manageable, and marvelous worship experiences to our 
young people.  Never have I seen our youth so excited 
about being in church on 1st and 3rd Sunday.  If for no other 

reason, we must not fail in our efforts to 
renovate/build a building where they can 
continue to grow in maturity, learn the 
scriptures, and do even greater things in 
the Kingdom of God.  So, members 
onward and upward to higher ground!   

Finally, grace and peace unto you from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Always remember, God loves you and I do too. 

Reaching People For Christ     GOD First! 
V o l u m e  X X I I ,  I s s u e  2  

Febr uar y  2015  

 

 

Joshua Baptist Church is a 
Christian Church under the 
direct leadership of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  We are 
also a Missionary Baptist 
Church committed to the 
salvation of the lost, 
c o n v e r s i o n  o f  t h e 
unregenerate, and the 
spiritual growth of the 
saved.  We seek to follow 
Christ as He leads us, 
cultivate a bond of Christian 
love, one with another; and 
to truly and tangibly  care 
for those in need.  As 
Christians, we covet a 
consistent  holy and 
liberated lifestyle that 
testifies to our being a born 
again believer in Jesus 
Christ, as we strive to fulfill 
our purpose of Reaching 
Peop le  Fo r  Chr i s t .  
Remember, GOD First, we 
walk by faith and not by 
sight.  - 
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“Keep The Faith” 





 

The Marital Virtue of Friendship 

Almost everyone believes that spouses should be each 
other’s best friends. And in fact, the best research on strong, 
lasting marriages shows that friendship is at the heart of a 
good marriage.  Most of the time, however, we think of 
friendship as having fun together and enjoying one another’s 
company.  This ordinary kind of friendship focuses on good 
feelings.  Of course, as couples, we do experience a great 
deal of fun and happiness. But life gets more complicated as 
couples become parents. And we can’t rely on the fun and 
good feelings as much. If we want our marriages to last 
through the inevitable ups and downs of life, we need to build 
a deeper kind of friendship. 
The ancient Greek Philosopher Aristotle described the 
deepest form of friendship as the kind where friends share a 
vision of what is good and important in life, and they work as a 
team to build a good life together.  This kind of friendship is 
called character friendship.  This friendship is at the heart of 
a good marriage, and it makes marriages strong and stable 
because the relationship doesn’t depend entirely on our 
feelings, which naturally change from day to day.  Character 
friendship depends on who we really are and where we want 
to go in life.  
One of the most exciting parts of a partnership is to know 
each other for who we really are. This involves learning day to 
day about our spouses’ likes and dislikes, strengths and 
weaknesses, hopes and fears.  
Knowing each other for who we really are also helps us to 
know what’s most important to us as a couple. Even when 
you know each other very well and have shared life goals, 
problems will still arise.  You will still disagree some times, but 
the most important thing you can do is to find a way to be 
allies rather than adversaries in solving the problem.  If you’re 
both committed to the same goals, it is easier to be on the 
same side of dealing with a problem solving and 
communication skills to be on the same side, and there are 
many great programs out there that can help.  But behind any 
skill you also need the right motivation for the skill to work.   

List five (5) things that you as 
an individual and five (5) things 
with your spouse you would like 
to do, accomplish, or experience 

before you die. 

Talking to better know each 
other and the goals that you 
share will be more than fun in 
your  relationship. It will build 
the character friendship that 
will make your marriage 

Individual 

1.________________________ 

2. ________________________

3. ________________________

4. ________________________

5. ________________________

With Spouse 

1.________________________ 

2. ________________________

3. ________________________

4. ________________________

5. ________________________

      Submitted By 
      First Lady Pauline Grove 

Wanting to be on the same side comes from 
remembering that your marriage is more 

important than the argument. 



 
 
 

 

 

JESUS CAME TO PAY A DEBT HE DID NOT OWE,

BECAUSE WE OWED A DEBT WE COULD NOT PAY.

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends. (JOHN 15:13 KJV) 

GOD is LOVE 

I love Jesus, hallelujah!  
I love Jesus, yes, I do;  
I love Jesus, He's my Saviour, 
Jesus smiles and loves me 
t

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://lwmlutah.blogspot.com/&ei=D37KVJvIMIyfgwT_iYToCQ&bvm=bv.84607526,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNEU0nz-07OB-ME11ZnoNE7WXVICiQ&ust=1422637673565064
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/melissacking/valentine-s-day/&ei=lWDKVJ6APYKlNoXggbgL&bvm=bv.84607526,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNH-jo5MhJdPA_I3GnQy2pSYPy2H3g&ust=1422635476268451
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://freedomborn.wordpress.com/2014/08/14/gods-love-in-action/&ei=wj_KVNWdE8qrgwSnl4PwDw&bvm=bv.84607526,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNFEnJA3_VKzVLhZSv3EzzxrB5Np8A&ust=1422627062662729
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://ilovegod1.wordpress.com/2009/10/29/god-is-love/&ei=iWDKVO78Hsi5ggS7nYLgCA&bvm=bv.84607526,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNH-jo5MhJdPA_I3GnQy2pSYPy2H3g&ust=1422635476268451
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.slideshare.net/kristinedatiles/talk-no-6-loving-your-neighbor11&ei=sGHKVLTcHYH-gwTD3oLIDg&bvm=bv.84607526,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNHc6CIqyao2oSci-lgXTV76QhOmFA&ust=1422635797050902
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/dcurrier57/clipart-graphics/&ei=_4XKVJ_hGISVNoypgdgL&bvm=bv.84607526,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNFzufcFxt3lareNCEQ5GnxM07wa_w&ust=1422645045462092
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://nbf.my-pta.org/Content/2_2/Images/valentinecandy.jpg&imgrefurl=http://nbf.my-pta.org/Email/emaillist.asp&h=300&w=300&tbnid=mBAxK7vlBasWdM:&zoom=1&docid=rvpqKz2BHb_l7M&ei=w4XKVKLvCcWVNvC3g_gF&tbm=isch&ved=0CFEQMyhJMEk4ZA
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/categories/gifts/?low_price%3D200%26high_price%3D0&ei=3ofKVMSyCcinggSBo4SICQ&bvm=bv.84607526,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNEE8suDIip0zgt9Yr6pPXeGQNsL1A&ust=1422645556023586
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/music-notes-heart-wallpaper-732228-bigthumbnail.jpg&imgrefurl=http://imgarcade.com/1/red-heart-music-notes/&h=338&w=450&tbnid=UieGgUKpI6e0qM:&zoom=1&docid=FPv4w2SQ0e9YRM&ei=lJ3KVLLSJsqXNs66g7AD&tbm=isch&ved=0CEQQMygZMBk
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.newlifeshopper.com/prod/S-GLWD-CU.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.newlifeshopper.com/christian-shirts/S-GLWD.htm&h=350&w=350&tbnid=ae8Vr7f_XxOVrM:&zoom=1&docid=S36G9y_ZFtn1iM&ei=DJ_KVNCjOYOaNp_ig_AC&tbm=isch&ved=0CGgQMygsMCw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://gallery.yopriceville.com/downloadfullsize/send/5351&imgrefurl=http://gallery.yopriceville.com/Free-Clipart-Pictures/Valentine-s-Day-PNG/Valentine_Hearts_Decor_PNG_Clipart_Picture&h=8676&w=5088&tbnid=KY5TtzIhudDwyM:&zoom=1&docid=mM27Mp6PTnTyBM&ei=EKDKVNSbOY7SggStsYOACQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CBgQMygQMBA4yAE
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cdn2-b.examiner.com/sites/default/files/styles/image_content_width/hash/30/e5/30e5996d32fe960e2e2b1e9f5d0b4604.jpg?itok%3DIEzFYpyG&imgrefurl=http://www.examiner.com/article/be-mine-valentine&h=350&w=387&tbnid=q9TvcuF2_DZY5M:&zoom=1&docid=V3cQtuJFgQgljM&ei=fqTKVPWyA8eMNpWWgvgP&tbm=isch&ved=0CIgBEDMoTDBM
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://bradnd24.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/hearts.gif&imgrefurl=https://bradnd24.wordpress.com/2012/02/14/valentines-day-what-is-the-true-meaning-of-love/&h=434&w=500&tbnid=Apt-e61ckg5CsM:&zoom=1&docid=4JWxuLCDK27LwM&ei=9qTKVJCoDoe5ggTd1oOYBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CCEQMygZMBk4yAE
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.louiseclare.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Red-rose.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.louiseclare.co.uk/category/love/&h=282&w=425&tbnid=I80Bxmet1ZKRNM:&zoom=1&docid=a7So9ZVzDSpaGM&ei=f6XKVLqbFYHzggSQioGABg&tbm=isch&ved=0CHYQMyg6MDo
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.windstarembroidery.com/Details.cfm?ProdID%3D4856&ei=Nn_KVIPWFcfCgwTwo4D4DA&bvm=bv.84607526,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNEU0nz-07OB-ME11ZnoNE7WXVICiQ&ust=1422637673565064


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Lauren Reid  02/24 
Jah’Zaria Maybell 02/23 
Dallas Moore  02/22 
Jameson Milton 02/07 
Kennerde Powell 02/05 
Amiya Larkins  02/09 
Jaylin Fernandez 02/02 
Nakiyah Scott  02/24 

 

  
 

MEMORY VERSE THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 
ROMANS 3:23(KJV) 

“FOR ALL HAVE SIN, AND COME SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD.” 

FEBRUARY EVENTS 
 

2/1 ~ Speaker: Deacon Casdell Singleton 
Sis. Sharon Murray hosting a “Discovering the Lord’s Art” class 

 

2/8 ~ Ministry meeting after service 
 

2/15 ~ Speaker: First Lady Pauline Grove 
Mrs. Bee’s Visit 

** Friendship Day 
Awards Ceremony 

 

“Bring a Friend to Church Day” was 
held January 4, 2015. The winners 
were (Left) Timothy Haymond, Jr.   

and (Right) Amiya Larkins. 

For the month of January, our children 
participated in making bracelets, 

bookmarks, maps, going on a scavenger 
hunt and even a science experiment, and 
a puppet show; all centered around the 

Bible memory verse: John 14:6.  
  

We are looking forward to February. 
 

THANK GOD FOR OUR CHILDREN! 
 

Hi-lights from January 2015 
                       

  Our Winners 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be returning on the 22nd in time for 10:15 AM Service.   
 
 

Please see Sisters: Pauline Grove or Shelley Brown for more details...  

A $30  

taxation is 

required to 

attend.  

There are Fringe Benefits of 

Knowing  Your Purpose 

FEBRUARY 20—22, 2015 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

 Joshua Baptist Church 2015 
Annual Women’s Retreat 

Hotel room 

charges are 

separate.   

JBC Annual Sunday School Dinner & Silent Auction  

The dinner & silent auction will be held on 

Saturday, February 7, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. The 

Sunday School Ministry is asking for your help in 

this fun fundraising event. Those of you who are 

new to Joshua, we ask that you donate item(s) to  

be bid on during dinner time.  
   

The cost for dinner tickets are 

ages 12 & older $10; 6-11 $5; 5 

& under $2.50.  
 

In the past, we had computers, cameras, food items, etc.  

Perhaps you are a hairstylist, a good cook, a baker, etc. You 

can donate your service 

for bidding. items will be 

available for all ages.  

Come and enjoy a 

delicious meal and see 

what we have this year!  

Some of last year’s 

items are pictured. 
 

We are looking 

forward to seeing you! 

T 
homasette Peek 

Bellman (Tommie) 

shadowed 

Octavia M. 

Hilton, one of 

the morning 

anchors for 

Count on 2 

News on January 12, 2015.  
 

Tommie is a Mass Communication major at 

Benedict College. She was able to observe the 

daily routines of a news anchor as well as what 

goes on behind the scenes. Tommie was also 

invited to sit and participate in the morning 

strategic planning meeting with the station 

manager and staff.  The station manager was so 

impressed with the display of Tommie’s 

appearance and mannerisms that she offered her 

a summer internship and an opportunity for 

employment upon graduation.   

Please keep Tommie in your prayers as she 

continues on her educational journey “striving for 

excellence.”   
Submitted by Sis. Teresa Peek 

Octavia  M. Hilton 

Tommie Peek 



Who	Should	Make	the	Coffee?	

A man and his wife were having an 
argument about who should brew the coffee 
each morning. 
 

The wife said, "You should do it, because you get up first, and then we 
don't have to wait as long to get our coffee." 
 
The husband said, "You are in charge of the     cooking around here so 
you should do it, because that is your job, and I can just wait for my 
coffee. "Wife replies, "No, you should do it, and besides it says in the Bible 
that the man should do the coffee." 
 
Husband replies, "I can't believe that! Show me." 
 
So she fetched the Bible, and opened the New  Testament and showed him 
at the top of several pages, that it indeed says, "HEBREWS." 

 

Porter-Gaud has a scholarship 
opportunity for a rising 7th grader. 
It could potentially pay the full      

tuition; just depends on the family's need.  

If you feel you know a student who meets the        
criteria, please let Sis. Gail Tolbert know ASAP.  

For more details about the Malone Scholarship, go 
to: http://www.portergaud.edu/page.cfm?p=536 

Submitted by Sis. G. Tolbert 

“SELMA” MOVIE —ADMISSION FREE  
Submitted by Sis. Trudie Dukes 

Charleston County District students grades 
7th—12th may see a FREE showing of the 
movie ”Selma”  Saturday,  February 7th 
beginning @ 11:30 a.m., Regal Cinemas, 2401 
Mall Drive, North Charleston, SC.  

For pre-registration, parents must email Radia 
Heyward @ radia922@aol.com or call (843) 906-
0933.  Students will be required to present their 
school ID at 10:30 a.m. registration on-site.   

Following the screening of the oscar-nominated film, 
Kimpson, Waring and Rhodes will guide students in 
a discussion on the efforts of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and other civil rights leaders, which led to the 
1965   Selma to Montgomery voting rights marches. 

Event sponsored by Senator Marion Kimpson, Charleston City 
Councilman Keith Waring, and Dr. Harold Rhodes, Dentist  

Tax Preparation and Other Tax Resources 
 

Area residents can receive free help with their taxes at several 
Charleston County Public Libraries through a  project coordinated with 
the VITA (Volunteer Income Tax  Assistance) Program and the 
American Association of  Retired Persons (AARP). Assistance will be 
offered one or more days per week at seven branches Jan. 30th—April.  
 

The programs target low-to-moderate income residents with AARP and 
residents over 60 years old. A current  picture ID and Social Security 
card are required, along with the Social Security cards of any 
dependents.  
 

For additional tax assistance, contact each organizations directly:                   
VITA at 965-4037 or 2-1-1, or AARP at 1-888-227-7669  

  

                            How to get tax forms                                                                         
* www.sctax.org         * Call 803-898-5320 to request a booklet by mail 



7  Sunday School Dinner & Silent Auction at 5:00 p.m. 

8  White Oak Manor at 2:00 p.m. 

12  WHTH-U Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

14  Health Advocates Meeting at 10:00 a.m. 

14  Lowcountry District Missionaries Quarterly  

 Meeting from 12:30-2:00 p.m. at Joshua Baptist  

15  Heritage Day (Wear African attire; or red, black 

 and green) at 10:15 a.m.  

20-22 Women’s Retreat in Myrtle Beach 

21  Brotherhood Meeting at 9:00 a.m. 

21  D.R.E.A.M.  

21  Cooper River Youth  Department “Youth Black

 History Bowl” at 11:00 a.m. at Oak Grove Bap tist 

 Church 

23  Seasons (Singles) Ministry at 6:00 p.m. 

28  Marriage Ministry from 10:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m. 

Don’t forget to let us know your  
birthday/anniversary to be printed in the 

journal.  Each month there is a sheet posted 
on the board by CAPPS.  If your birthday/

anniversary is in that month, please print 

your name and birthday/anniversary on 

the sheet by the 4th Sunday. 

 
HAPPY ANNIVESARY 

 
16 ~ Brother Carl and Sister Shanstacy Whack 
19 ~ Deacon Albert and Deaconess Helen Hill 

28 ~ Deacon Tony and Rev. Mary Glover 

 2 ~ Jaylin Fernandez 

 5 ~ Kennerde Powell 

 7 ~ Jarrard “Jay” Coleman 

 8 ~ Shanstacy Whack 
 8 ~ Destini Williams 

 9 ~ Amiya Larkins 

11 ~ Cheryl Scott 

12 ~ Joshua Roberts 

13 ~ Albert Hill, Jr. 

13 ~ Bridgette Lindsay 

13 ~ Seondra Roberts 

15 ~ Dolores Simmons 

17 ~ Richie Lindsay 

22 ~ Amir Jordan 

22 ~ Dallas Moore 

24 ~ Lauren “Puddin” Reid 

25 ~ Joan Simmons 

27 ~ Kayla Brown 

27 ~ Anarje Skinner 

 

WELCOME  

NEW MEMBERS 
 

 

CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM 

Davonte Brown 

Tatiana Barr  
 

 CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 

Betty Fields 

Joseph Fields 

Maurice Pope 



Key Features and Facts of the Affordable Care Act 

On March 23, 2010, President Obama signed the Affordable Care Act. The law puts in place comprehensive 
health insurance reforms that will roll out over four years and beyond. Use this link to learn about what’s 
changing and when:  https://www.healthcare.gov/  

The fee you pay if you don't have health coverage 
 

If you or your dependents don’t have insurance that 
qualifies as minimum essential coverage you'll pay either 
a percentage of your household income or a flat fee -- 
whichever is higher. 
 

The fee in 2014: If you didn’t have coverage in 2014, 
you’ll pay the higher of these two amounts when you file 
your 2014 federal tax return: 
 

• 1% of your yearly household income  
• $95 per person for the year ($47.50 per child under 18) 
 

The maximum penalty per family using this method is 
$285. 
 

The fee in 2015: If you don’t have coverage in 2015, you’ll 
pay the higher of these two amounts: 
 

    • 2% of your yearly household income.  
 • $325 per person for the year ($162.50 per child under          
18)              The maximum penalty per family is $975. 
 

(Only the amount of income above the tax filing threshold, 
about $10,000 for an individual.) 
 

The fee after 2015: The penalty increases every year you 
don't have health coverage. 
 

To avoid the penalty for being uncovered you must have 
insurance that qualifies as minimum essential coverage. 
 

If you're covered by any of the following types of plans, 
you're considered covered under the health care law and 
don't have to pay a penalty. 
 

• Any individual insurance plan you already have 
• Any employer plan (including COBRA plans) 
• Retiree health plans 
• Medicare 
• Medicaid 
• The Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
• TRICARE  
• Veterans’ health care programs  
• Peace Corps Volunteer plans 
• Self-funded health coverage offered to students by 
universities for plan or policy years that begin on or 
before Dec. 31, 2014. 
 

Other plans may qualify.  Ask your health coverage provider. 

Health plans that don't count as coverage 
 

Some products that help pay for medical services don't 
qualify as minimum essential coverage. If you have only 
this kind of product, you may have to pay the fee.  
 

Examples include: 
    • Coverage only for vision care or dental care 

    • Workers' compensation 

    • Coverage only for a specific disease or condition 

    • Plans that offer only discounts on medical services 
 

Exemptions from the payment 
 

If you don’t have minimum essential coverage, you may 
qualify for an exemption from the penalty if any of the 
following apply to you. 
 

•You’re uninsured for less than 3 months of the year 

•The lowest-priced coverage available to you would cost 

more than 8% of your household income 

•You don’t have to file a tax return because your income is 

too low 

•You’re a member of a federally recognized tribe or eligible 

for services through an Indian Health Services provider 

•You’re a member of a recognized health care sharing 

ministry 

•You’re a member of a recognized religious sect with 

religious objections to insurance, including Social Security 

and Medicare 

•You’re incarcerated (either detained or jailed), and not 

being held pending disposition of charges 

•You’re not lawfully present in the U.S.  

•You qualify for a hardship exemption.  

 

 



 

Hardship exemptions from the fee for not having health  
 

If any of the following circumstances apply to you, you 
may qualify for a “hardship” exemption from the penalty: 
 

 You were homeless 

 You were evicted in the past 6 months or were facing 
eviction or foreclosure 

 You received a shut-off notice from a utility company 

 You recently experienced domestic violence 

 You recently experienced the death of a close family 
member 

 You experienced a fire, flood, or other natural or 
human-caused disaster that caused substantial damage 
to your property 

 You filed for bankruptcy in the last 6 months 

 You had medical expenses you couldn’t pay in the last 
24 months that resulted in substantial debt 

 You experienced unexpected increases in expenses due 
to caring for an ill, disabled, or aging family member 

 You expect to claim a child as a tax dependent who’s 
been denied coverage in Medicaid and CHIP, and another 
person is required by court order to give medical support 
to the child. 

 As a result of an eligibility appeals decision, you’re 
eligible for enrollment in a qualified health plan (QHP) 
through the Marketplace. 

 You were determined ineligible for Medicaid because 
your state didn’t expand eligibility for Medicaid. 

 Your individual insurance plan was cancelled and you 
believe other Marketplace plans are unaffordable 

 You experienced another hardship in obtaining health 
insurance. 
 

How long a hardship exemption lasts 
 

Hardship exemptions are usually provided for the month 
before the hardship, the months of the hardship, and the 
month after the hardship. However, the Marketplace 
may provide the exemption for additional months after 
the hardship, including up to a full calendar year. 
 

•For a hardship exemption based on affordability, the 

exemption will be granted for the remaining months in 

the coverage year. 

•For people ineligible for Medicaid only because a state 

hasn’t expanded Medicaid coverage, the hardship 

exemption will be granted for the whole calendar year. 

•For people eligible for Indian Health Services, the 

hardship exemption will be granted on a continuing basis. 

It may be kept for future years without having to submit 

another application. 

 

How to apply for an exemption 

https://www.healthcare.gov/how-do-i-apply-for-
marketplace-coverage/ 
 

After you apply for an exemption  
After you submit your application, the Marketplace will 
review it and determine if you qualify for an exemption 
from the fee for not having coverage. 
 

You may be able to appeal the decision. 
 

The time it takes to respond depends on several factors: 
•How complicated your request is 
• How complete your application is 
• Whether you need to submit documentation after you 
apply. To speed up the process, submit any required 
documentation with your exemption application. 

 

The Marketplace will mail you a notice of the exemption 
eligibility result. If you’re granted an exemption, the 
Marketplace notice will include your unique exemption 
certificate number (ECN). You’ll need your ECN when you 
file your federal taxes for the year you don’t have coverage.. 
 

How you pay the fee? 
You’ll pay the fee on the federal income tax return you file 
for the year you don’t have coverage. 
 

What happens if I don't pay the fee?  
The IRS will hold back the amount of the fee from any 
future tax refunds. There are no liens, levies, or criminal 
penalties for failing to pay the fee. 
 

If I'm unemployed, do I have to pay the fee?  
It depends on your household income. If insurance is 
unaffordable to you based on your income, you may qualify. 
Complete an application in the Health Insurance Market-
place to see if your income qualifies you for an exemption. 
 

How is the penalty collected?  
You’ll pay the penalty when you file the federal income tax 
return for the year for which you’re seeking coverage. Most 
people fill out their 2014 tax returns early in 2015 and their 
2015 tax returns early in 2016. 
 

What if I’m uncovered for just part of the year?  
If you’re uninsured for just part of the year, 1/12 of the 
yearly penalty applies to each month you’re uninsured. 
 

If you’re uninsured for less than 3 months of the year, you 
don’t have to make a payment. 
 

Are the rules the same in each state?  
Yes. The rules about paying penalties are the same whether 
the Marketplace is run by your state or the federal 
government. 
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